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Is the Covid-19 God’s Punishment for Humanity and 
His Created World? 

By Paul Nguyen 

     Today, we are living in a very challenging time, where the Coronavirus strongly affects every 

dimension of our lives from the social aspect to the financial situation. Everything is temporarily 

shutting down, and we do not know how long will it be. We confine ourselves in our homes. We 

are afraid of going outside. We are afraid of shaking hands with others. We dare not to be close to 

someone as we have to practice social distancing. With the pandemic, it turns our lives completely 

upside-down.  

     You may even have heard a rumor that Coronavirus is a sign of the end of the world. You may 

even have heard another rumor that Coronavirus is a punishment from God for we have done so 

many evil things, such as abortion and same-sex marriage. I believe these rumors spread as fast as 

the Coronavirus. 

     If you recall the book of Jonah, we would see the mercy of God was upon the Nineveh people 

when they listened to Jonah’s message and repented. If you recall another famous passage from 

the New Testament “The Prodigal Son” (Luke 15:11-32), did God punish the son who wished his 

father dead so he may have his inheritance? No, God did not. Every day the father went outside 

and looked for his son. Once he saw his son coming, he ran to hug him and welcome him home. 

From the Old Testament to the New Testament, God’s mercy is always upon his people. His love 

is beyond understanding. His mercy is immeasurable. Love and mercy are the two characteristics 
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that make God become the unmoved-mover. This means His love for humanity and His created 

world will never change. 

     Many of you may ask “Why did the Covid-19 happen?” I believe Covid-19 happens for two 

reasons. First, the Covid-19 should open our eyes and make us realize that the earth is one family, 

and this family contains all different countries, cultures, and races. If every country selflessly 

works together as one body of Christ, the body will be healthy and strong enough to fight any 

outside virus that attacks the body. However, if every country selfishly competes against each 

other, then everyone will be hurt. Now is the time for unity, not division. It is time to work together 

as one body of Christ. It is not a time to blame A’s, B’s or C’s faults. Our true enemy is the Covid-

19. Our true enemy is not a certain country or a certain race or a blind belief that it is God’s 

punishment or an uneducated guess that “it is a sign of the end of the world.” We have been 

terrified enough with the true enemy, Covid-19. We do not need horrific racism and terrifying 

rumors.  

     Second, the Covid-19 challenges our Christian life as we choose to be the light of the world 

and the salt of the earth or we choose to be the salt that loses its taste, and the light that is hiding 

under the bushel basket. In other words, what shall we do for each other at the time of the Corona 

Pandemic? Maybe, this story may enlighten us in this time of the pandemic. There was a very 

talented chef who used to be the head chef of the king’s palace. He was very famous while he was 

working for the king. After he retired from his position, many rich people wanted him to be their 

chef. He refused because he had almost everything from money to reputation. After retiring for a 

while, he felt bored because he had too much free time and did not know what to do. So, he decided 

to open a small restaurant. In a short period, his restaurant was well known and full of people. 

Unfortunately, there was an unexpected epidemic that happened throughout his village. The 
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number of people dying increased every day although the medical staff was sent by the king to 

cure and to stop this epidemic. However, they could not find the cause of this epidemic so they did 

not have the medicine to cure this disease even though they had tried different methods and 

medicines. The situation got worse and worse every day. People in the village were scared because 

nobody knew when the angel of death would take them. Their lives were threatening at every 

second. The most pitiful in the village were the rich people because their money could not save 

their lives since there was no cure for this kind of epidemic.  

     For the people in this village, prestige and prosperity were nothing now. The most important 

thing was to survive this epidemic. For this reason, the chef closed his restaurant and saved all of 

his food for his family. He did not share it with anyone. He forbade his family members to go 

outside. Everyone must stay home 24/7. 

     Although he and his family members stayed home 24/7, the angel of death still knocked on his 

door, and he got the disease. Now, he realized that life was very precious and fragile. Then, he 

gathered his family members and gave his last words. He said, “Prestige and prosperity were good, 

but not good enough to save one’s life. None of us would survive this epidemic as it was highly 

contagious and spread quickly. Therefore, food and money should be donated to those in need. At 

the same time, he also encouraged his family members to help the medical staff in any way they 

could.” Now, the chef’s feeling of the scare was gone and was replaced by love, kindness and 

caring. He felt life was full of meaning as people in the village came and gave thanks to him. Their 

smiles and their thanks gave him the strength to fight against the illness. Many rich people saw 

him donate his possessions to the poor. Then, they began to follow his example with the hope that 

they too may have a smile on their face and get well eventually.  
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        The atmosphere of the village was completely different compared to a few weeks earlier. The 

feeling of panic was now replaced with a smile. People were no longer hidden in their homes, but 

they were willing to help and follow the instructions of the medical staff. 

            The miracle happened as the streets were filled with smiling, loving and caring people. 

Smiling, loving and caring were the medicines that drove the angel of death away.  

             The smiling, loving and caring are the characteristics that every Christian needs to be the 

light of the world and the salt of the earth. Panicking does not help at all, but it pulls us toward 

selfish directions as we get everything on the shelves and save them for ourselves. We do not share 

with those in need, especially those individuals who hijack the supplies and sell them for a sky-

high-price. The action of selfishness does not drive the angel of death away but makes this angel 

come closer and closer every moment. This selfishness is the salt that loses its taste, and the light 

that is hidden under the bushel basket.  

          Let us together smile and face this pandemic wisely as we love and care for everyone around 

us in any way we can. 


